
 

 

Ahmed Belbacha, age 40, 
left his homeland of Algeria 
in 1999 after receiving death 
threats from Islamic militants 
because he worked for a 
government-run oil company. 
He sought asylum in the UK, 
where he worked at a hotel. 

In June 2001, Ahmed vacationed in Pakistan, where 
he was seized and sold to US forces for a bounty. 
Ahmed poses no threat to the United States or its 
allies and has been cleared for release from 
Guantánamo since 2007. However, the U.S. has not 
found a country that will accept him.  Although 
Ahmed has suffered from isolation at Guantánamo, 
he would rather stay there than return to Algeria. 
 
Form a No More Guantánamos chapter in your 
community or join us in coalition with us.  Many 
Guantánamo Bay and Bagram prisoners need your 
help. 
 
Find details and toolkits on our website 
www.nogitmos.org or contact us at 
info@nogitmos.org or 413-665-1150. 
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Imagine if 

your child, spouse, parent, or 
friend were…  
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• Detained by police while vacationing abroad or 
living as a refugee; 

• Sold for a bounty; 

• Handed over to the U.S. military, beaten, 
stripped, photographed, drugged, hooded, and 
shackled to the floor of a plane; 

• Brought to a makeshift prison and held 
indefinitely without judicial oversight; 

• Interrogated and tortured regularly; 

• Denied sleep or daylight and bombarded with 
ear-splitting rock music; 

• Labeled by U.S. public officials as among “the 
worst-of-the-worst” yet never charged with a 
crime or allowed to challenge the legality of his 
detention in a neutral court; 

• Held for seven or more years, with no end in 
sight, or cleared for release to a country where 
he has received death threats; 

• Denied visits and calls from you and family 
members, and given your letters only after they 
have been censored. 
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Would you want justice? 
 
These are the situations of two men at 
Guantánamo—and others like them whom our 
government is holding.  Pioneer Valley No More 
Guantánamos wants justice for the men. 

 
Ravil Mingazov has been held at 
Guantánamo Bay without charge 
since 2002. Now 42 years old, he 
was a ballet dancer, first serving in 
the Russian Army ballet troupe 
when he signed up at age 19.  
 

Ravil’s troubles began when he converted to Islam 
while still in an Army intolerant towards Muslim 
soldiers. He left Russia in 2001 in search of a 
Muslim country where he and his wife and young 
son could practice their faith. After he reached 
Afghanistan, the U.S. invaded, and Ravil fled to 
Pakistan. Pakistani police raided the house for 
Muslim refugees where Ravil was staying and 
arrested him and 16 other residents.  Unknown to 
them, someone staying in the house was believed to 
have some connection to Abu Zubaydah. 
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